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OAKLAND, Calif., United States

Sandhya Sood, founder and principal of the San Francisco Bay
Area architectural firm Accent Architecture+Design, was presented
a “First Lady of Architecture and Design” award at the Joyce
Gordon Gallery in downtown Oakland April 5.

Sood was among eight women artists engaged in the fields of
diverse media and performing arts honored as “First Ladies,” at the
reception, held in conjunction with the gallery’s current exhibit,
“sheRose of Our Time,” which pays tribute to First Lady Michelle
Obama’s longstanding support for the arts.
 
Sood was given her award in honor of Julia Morgan, California’s first
licensed female architect and, like Sood, a graduate of the
University of California at Berkeley.
 
“To be associated in any way with Julia Morgan, an exceptionally
versatile architect and trail-blazing woman whose architecture
practice spanned nearly four decades, from 1907-1950, is not only
humbling but an immense honor,” Sood told India-West.
 
The Indian American Tanzania-born architect is a member of the
Landmarks California committee, a group of statewide leaders
working to raise awareness for preserving California’s natural,
cultural and architectural treasures.
 

Sandhya Sood, founder and principal of the San Francisco Bay Area architectural f irm

Accent Architecture+Design, is show n in front of an exhibition of her w ork at the Joyce

Gordon Gallery in Oakland, Calif . The exhibit, in tribute to First Lady Michelle Obama and

featuring eight w omen artists and professionals, ends April 19.

Blogs

Share 156

Recommend
this on
Google

RSS

Mail

Comment

Print

Share

Topping the Charts
with Fusion: Anand
Bhatt

Employers: What’s
Your Secret Sauce?

Go Green: 3 Ways to
Keep Your Job Search
Down to Earth

Prosperity through
your Main door –
Vaastu/Feng Shui Way

Also In This Section

Most 
Viewed

Most 
Commented

Most 
Emailed

What is Good About Ghee: Science Shows Benefits of

Our Ancient Wisdom

“Housefull 2” Leads in Bollywood’s Trouncing of IPL

‘War of Word’: Debating Political Resolutions

Analysis of the Indian American Community from

Census 2010 Data

Saif Ali Khan: Lessons Learned in Bollywood

Related Stories

Dinesh Patel Donates to Biotech Center at U. of Utah

Malavika Rajeev, Sita Syal Selected as 2012 Udall
Scholars

Canadian Cardiologist Named World’s Second ‘Hottest’

Researcher

Family of Man Killed by Police Will Receive $1.25 Million

Canadian Prof. Honored for Work on Tobacco Control

Wife of Malian Presidential Candidate Encourages
Democracy

Teen’s Nonprofit Dreams of a Better World for the

Disabled

Indian Americans Named Finalists for 2012 TIME 100 Poll

Sam Khan Runs for Middlesex Country Freeholder in

Edison, N.J.

First Juvenile Goes on Trial for Murder of Divyendu Sinha

It Infrastructure Architecture NetApp® Transformed IT into a Catalyst to Save Lives. Watch Video www.netapp.com

Green Architecture Design Design Greener Buildings with Autodesk® 3D Architecture Software. Autodesk.com/Sustainable-Design

ITT Tech - Official Site Convenient Schedules, Over 130 Locations. Browse New Programs. www.ITT-Tech.edu

Com m u n ity  Kh a ba r  | Ca len da r  & Tickets  | Blog s/Opin ion s  | Job List in g s  | A r ch iv es | Hor oscope | Ph oto Ga ller y



4/24/12 Indiawest: Sandhya Sood Receives ‘First Lady’ of Architecture Award

2/3indiawest.com/news/4113-sandhya-sood-receives-first-lady-of-architecture-award.html

Post Comments 

Landmarks California’s pilot project, “Julia Morgan 2012,” will hold
events this fall focusing on Morgan’s work, which includes more
than 700 buildings, including local and national landmarks.
 
Sood told India-West she became interested in preservation in 2010
when California Cultural and Historic Endowment executive director
Mimi Morris invited her to join a panel to review grant applications for
$267.5 million funded by Proposition 40 in 2002, which requires the
“acquisition, restoration, preservation and interpretation of the
state’s historical and cultural resources.”
 
CCHE later initiated “Landmarks California: the Places of Our
Diverse Cultures and Histories.”
 
Sood said her approach to architecture, “not unlike Morgan’s
approach to design and construction, incorporates the regional
context and climate, passive solar design and natural ventilation
using local and durable building materials.”
 
“Such green building practices are not only environmentally
sustainable but can extend the life span of a building — Morgan’s
buildings a hundred years later are still functional and usable,” Sood
said.
 
The exhibit at the Joyce Gordon Gallery runs through April 19. The
architectural firm’s Web site can be accessed at
www.accentarchitecture.com. 
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