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Sandhya Sood, one of north-
ern California’s leading
architects in green designs,

has been honored by Berkeley
Mayor Tom Bates with a procla-
mation recognizing her for envi-
ronmentally sustainable designs
and buildings.

In his proclamation, Bates
stated, ‘Sandhya Sood, AIA
(American Institute of
Architects), a graduate of UC
(University of California)
Berkeley’s College of
Environmental Design, is the
founding principal of Accent
Architecture+Design in
Berkeley, and has taught,
researched and practiced archi-
tecture locally and globally, with
an emphasis on sustainable
design and building.’

The proclamation honors
Sood ‘for her tremendous contribution to
the discourse on’ America’s first eminent
woman architect the late Julia Morgan,
‘raising awareness of the relevance of Julia
Morgan’s work and the shared architectur-
al heritage of our City and state.’

Tanzania-born Sood’s interest in architec-
ture was piqued at age 16 through art and
hand drawing. After her family emigrated
from East Africa to India, she studied and
practiced architecture in Chandigarh, a city
designed mostly by the French architect Le
Corbusier.

“It was fascinating to grow up in a new
city with European influences, traditional
ways of living and thriving street side
bazaars,” Sood told India Abroad. That, she
said, was a huge inspiration to her finally
deciding on her career path.

With admission to graduate programs at
MIT and UC Berkeley, Sood immigrated to
the US in 1997 “to avail a full scholarship at

UC Berkeley and the
warmth of the San
Francisco Bay Area.”

After graduating in
1999, she worked as a
project manager at an
architectural firm in
San Francisco before
founding Accent in
2003.

Sood strongly
believes her multicul-
tural background “has
facilitated a global
understanding of how
sustainable spaces can
adapt to traditional
and modern lifestyles,
extending their use and conserving
resources.”

“Research in Switzerland and France has
expanded my diverse experience, although,

not all of it has been urban,
colonial or modern,” Sood
said.

“My architecture and
design practice is research
based with a range of styles
and project scales in resi-
dential, commercial and
mixed use. I pursue archi-
tecture that is responsive to
the local climate, the set-
ting and the client, guided
by principles of sustainable
design,” she added.

She once led a team of
artisans at a rural site with
extreme climate, innovat-

ing alternative building techniques for pas-
sive solar design in the Himalayan foothills. 

When renovating old buildings, some of
Sood’s goals are “energy efficiency, material

re-use, natural daylight and
wellness while inducing com-
fort.”

She often shares her knowl-
edge of architecture through lec-
tures and writing.

“I became fascinated with Julia
Morgan’s work after I started
evaluating her designs and
buildings that have endured a
century,” Sood said.

She also finds “Morgan’s atti-
tude in the face of challenges
very inspiring. Julia Morgan
studied architecture at a time
when women were discouraged
and emerged a winner. She is the
first woman in America to
receive the AIA gold medal, the
institute’s highest honor.”

Sood’s work has been exhibited
at the Government Museum and
Art Gallery in Chandigarh, the
Joyce Gordon Gallery in
Oakland, the Kearny Street
Workshop and the Thoreau

Center for Sustainability in San Francisco.
“It is wonderful to be recognized by our

mayor,” Sood said. “I hope to continue shar-
ing the relevance of history, culture and cli-
mate responsive design in contemporary
architecture.”

Two years ago, she was presented with
the First Lady of Architecture and Design
award at the Joyce Gordon Gallery.

She was among eight women artists
engaged in the fields of diverse media and
performing arts honored as First Ladies at
the reception, held in conjunction with a
gallery exhibit that paid tribute to First
Lady Michelle Obama’s longstanding sup-
port for the arts.

The award, in honor of Julia Morgan, rec-
ognized Sood’s efforts of ‘incorporating sus-
tainable design practices and place making
of the traditional and vernacular with con-
temporary architecture and urbanism.’ 

HASC hosts fourth national Seva conference at the White House
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Wayne Pacelle, president and CEO, Humane Society of
the United States, emphasized the synergy between
Dharmic values and the HSUS mission.

After the individual speakers, panels took a deeper look
at specific seva and social justice efforts. 

The first panel examined areas of interest related to
HASC Seva Centers, which would be centers of support for
all communities at Dharmic organizations/places of wor-
ship addressing health and wellness, women’s empower-
ment, poverty, volunteerism, and other causes.

Panel moderator Sangeeta Lekhi spoke about what serv-
ice meant to her. Bhavna Jadonath spoke about the need to
address pressing issues of domestic violence and women’s
empowerment. Marcus Brownrigg of the Department of
Agriculture highlighted the programs on healthy eating
habits and the Choose My Plate initiative, and how the
Dharmic community is adapting such initiatives.

Hina Mehta and Swati Choksi elaborated on the Dharmic

version of the Choose my Plate initiative, the My Thali pro-
gram. They shared their progress in partnering with grass-
roots movement and the First Lady Michelle Obama’s ini-
tiatives to work towards holistic living. Anisha Singh from
United Sikhs highlighted the need to address bullying con-
cerns.

Paul Monteiro, who helped launch the Dharmic confer-
ences at the White House during his tenure as associate
director of public engagement, who is the director of the
AmeriCorps VISTA program, provided an overview of how
the programs can help operationalize Seva Centers.

The afternoon session featured a leadership talk by
Lieutenant Colonel Ravi Chaudhary, and a discussion on
energy and environment. Speakers included Arjun
Bhargava, Sankar Sastri, Varadhan Seshadri, and Angela
Barranco.

Hindu-American youth empowerment was the focus of
another discussion with Kinjal Dave, Sai Kolluru, Sri Rao,
Madhu Sharma, Pavita Singh and Eddie Martin with Labor
Department officials and community and Democratic
Party activist Parag Mehta moderating. 

The final panel focused on Homeland Security and Civil
Rights with Jannah Scott and Ehsan Zaffar from the
Department of Homeland Security, Kumar Niranjan of
Bridgewater Temple, Kubair Bissram of Georgia Temple,
with HASC board member Dr Siva Subramanian as mod-
erator.

The conference concluded with Shekar Narasimham,
HASC Board member and a member of the President’s
Commission on Asian American and Pacific Islanders,  dis-
cussing the importance of having Hindu-American and
Dharmic presence at the White House.

After the conference ended, with the help of the Dharmic
Feeding Coalition’s Homeless Hunger Seva, conference
attendees, speakers, and community members served more
than 200 meals at the Community for Creative Non-
Violence, one of the largest homeless shelters in the coun-
try. 

Hindu American Seva Communities along with partners
from the Sathya Sai Baba Center of Bethesda and the Hare
Krishna Temple of Potomac organized the distribution of
the meals to the homeless. 
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